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in either blue or matte stainless finish, and
comes with the Taurus Security System, an
inconspicuous key-operated locking system
located in the hammer.
The 445 is a specialized tool. Its purpose is
to make large holes in carbon-based life forms
at relatively short ranges. It is not a target pistol, and its rudimentary sights, typical of snubbies, amply testify to that reality. For that reason, I set my targets up at 10 yards. Ammo consisted of CCI Blazer 200-grain jacketed hollow
points and commercial 200-grain RNFP
reloads. I fired both offhand and from a sandbag rest on the bench.
The 445, as I mentioned earlier, is quite easy
to shoot. It’s a lightweight gun with a short barrel and a large-caliber cartridge, but its recoil is
far from intimidating. The trigger pull, singleaction, is about 4-1/2 lbs. Double-action pull
was off my scale, but I’d estimate in the vicinity
of 10 lbs., nothing out of the ordinary.
From a sandbag rest, five-shot groups were
in the 1-3/4” range. The groups, however, were
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consistently 4” below point of aim. If you
pick up the 445 and instinctively point it
straight ahead, the front sight will protrude
almost 1/4” above the fixed rear sight. If you
move the front sight down so that its top surface is even with the top of the rear sight, your
group will cluster about 4-5” below point of
aim. Clearly this calls for either learning a new
sight picture, or judicious use of a file. It’s really no big deal; this is a gun you take to a closerange altercation, not to the Olympics.
All in all, this is a very comforting gun to
have with you, whether in a holster, bedside
table or tucked in next to your car seat. Viewing the cavernous muzzle could cause an
opponent to experience a serious laxative
moment. MSRP is $539 in stainless and $508
in blue, but the real-world price will undoubtedly vary.
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